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PREFACE
This manuscript is the product of a series of tape-~recorded interviews
conducted for the Oral History of Iran Program of Foundation for Iranian
Studies by Shirin Sami'i with Holaku Rambod in Nice, France, in December,
1983,

Readers of this Oral History memolr should bear in mind that it is
a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Foundation for Iranian Studies is
not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views
expressed therein.

The manuscript may be read, quoted from and cited only by serious
research scholars accredited for purposes of research by Foundation for
Iranian Studies; and further, this memoir must be read in such place as
is made available for purposes of research by Foundation for Iranian
Studies. No reproduction of the memoir either in whole or in part may
be made by microphoto, typewriter, photostat, or any other device.
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Holaku Rambod was born in Talesh, Iran in 1919, He was born to
a prominent tribal as well as land-owning family of Gilan, whose
involvement in politles extended over several generations. He
completed his primary and secondary education in Rasht and
Tehran, and finally attended the Officers' Training College in
Tehran, graduating as an officer. After three years of service
as an artillary officer in the army, Rambod left the military
in disillusionment wrought by WW II. He left Iran for the U.S.
in pusuilt of further education. After a brief stay at the
University of Springfileld, in Massachusetts, Mr. Rambod re-
turned to Iran. He became immediately involved in politilcs, and
participated in the elections for the Seventeenth Majles.

His unimpeded politilcal career, which expanded over thirty
years, revolved around the Majles and the minority party,
Mardom. During thils perilod, Rambod acted as one of the most
vocal critics of the government, His diligent efforts in the
Majles as well as in his own party gained him the respect of
all participants in Iranian politics. In 1977, he joined the
Amuzegar government, where he served as minister without
portfolio in charge of parliamentary affairs., Mr, Rambod's
knowledge of the workings of the Majles as well as his own
party, and recollections of important junctures in modern
history are no doubt invaluable to all observers of Iranian
politics.



SUBJECT

Views on the Rastakhiz Party and its ramification for the revolu—
tion; on the psychology of the representatives to the Majles;
opinions on the problems of political participation and the
government's responses to them

Views on modernism, westernism and development in Iran} Talesh
and its tribal structure, geography, economy, historical contribu-
tions and changes during the Pahlavi era

Reminiscences ¢f the Officers’ Trainlng College and his Pahlavi
contemporaries there; Reza Shah's relations with his sons; Reza
Shah's ethics

The occupation of Iran during World War II and Reza Shah's abdica-
tion; Russian policies in northern Iran during the War; accounts

of elections in Talesh during the Mossadeq era; accounts of his own
election; problems of democracy in Iran

General Zahedi's rapport with the Shah; election of Ayatollah
Kashani's son to the Majles: views on Ceneral Qarani) Ayatollah
Borujerdi's lobbying efforts during elections

Amini's government; closing of the Nineteenth Majles; preceding
elections under Eqbal and Sharif-Emami; Alam's government; the
Twentieth Majles and the election campaign for it; Alam's
resignation from Mardom Party; assessment of elections for the
last Majles under Rastakhiz Party; the gselection of the
candidates; the role of the Party elite and SAVAK in the
selectdon process

Memories of important incidents in his parliamentary career;

The Status of Forces Bill and Law of 1964; acquisition of the
Shah's opinion on the subject; his opposition to the Bill in the
Majles; Majles' vote on the Bill; the Shah's reaction to the
dissent; Rambod's manoeuver to calm the Shah's anxiety; Majles'
response to the Land Reform Bill of 1963; earlier proposals
during the Eqbal era; Ayatollah Borujerdi's reaction

General character of opposition in the Majles; extent of veritable
dissent; the style, extent and effectiveness of digsent;

Mardom Party's lines of communications with the Court; Professor
Adl's role in the communications with higher authorities: the
Court, the government and SAVAK's role in manipulation of
parliamentary proceedings; the authorities' psychological

tactics directed at the opposition; extent of the monarch's
tolerance for dissent; views on as well as speéch concerning

the disturbances in Tabriz in 1978 some observations on the

riots of 1963
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Family background, education and career; concerning his
constituency; reason for leaving the army for politics

Participation in the elections to the Seventeenth Majles;
relations with Dr. Mossadeq; elections in Talesh prior to
the Seventeenth Majles; concerning Qa'em Magamolmolk-e
Rafi'i

The Nineteenth Majles; establilshment of the two-party systemj
Eqbal's premiership; composition of the Mardom and Melliun
parties; reasons for joining the Mardom Party; the political
viability and effectiveness of the two-party system; exteént
of the parties' power and influence; limitations of the
system; reasons for joining the Amuzegar cabinet; analysis
of the style of politics in the Majles

The Shah's relation to his ertice and his reaction to criticlsm;
Rambod's views of Amuzegar and his policies; the way in which he
ecame to join the cabinet; personal opinion on the cauges of

the revolution and the necessary measures for quelling street
violence

Personal opinion of Amuzegar's response to the revolutionary
agitations; analysis of division of power among various
institutions of the monarchial system and its implications
for crisis management; speculation on Hoveyda's role iIn and
responses to Amuzegar's predicaments; the impact of the
person of the Prime Minister on the unfolding of the
revolution; on the selection of Sharif-Emami to Premiership;
the rivalry between Hoveyda and Amuzegar; lts effect on the
performance of the Amuzegar government; views on the dis-
integration of the monarchial system; on tendencles towards
autocracy in Iran

Personal views on the military's lukewarm performance during
the revolution; assessment of the Hoveyda era and its implica-
tion for Iranian politics; views on the SAVAK, its prowesds

and its effectiveness; on General Nasiri; on his clash

with Hoveyda over the budget; concerning Senator Allameh Vahidi

On the Shah's alternative sources of intelligence prior to
Hoveyda's premiership; assessment of SAVAK under Pakravan,
Nasiri, Fardust, and S8abeti; Alam's departure from Mardom
Party; personal relations with Hoveyda; popularity in Talesh
despite feudal background
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Alam, Amir Asadollah,

Allameh Vahidi, Mohammad ‘Ali,
Amini, “Ali,

Amuzegar, Jamshid,

Azhari, General Gholam-Reza,
Baheri, Mohammad,

Baga'i Kermani, Mozaffar,
Behbudi, Naser,

Borujerdi, Ayatollah Seyyed Mohammad
Hosein,

Egbal, Manuchehr,

Fardust, General Hosein,
Faza'eli, Mohammad,

Gilanshah, General Hedayatollah,
Giti,

Hoveyda, Amir *Abbas,

Iran Novin Party,

Jalali-Na'ini, Mohammad Reza,

Javid, Hashem,

Kani,

Kashani, Ayatollah Seyyed abol-Qasem,
Kashani, Mostafa,

Khomeini, Ayatollah Seyyed Ruhollah,
Khosravani, “Ata‘'ollah,

Mansur, Hasan ‘Ali,

Mardom Party,

Mas'udi, ‘Abbas,

Melliyun Party,

Mossadeq, Gholam-Hosein,
Mossadeq, Mohammad,

Mo azzami, “Abdollah,
Nafisi, Ahmad,

Nagdi, General,

Nasiri, General Ne'matollah,
Oveysi, General Gholam~ Ali,

Pahlavi, Mohammad Reza Shah,

Pahlavi, Prince Mahmud Reza,
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Pahlavi, Prince 'abdol-Reza,
Pahlavi, Reza Shah,
Pakravan, General Hasan,
Parvizi, Rasul,
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Pur-Sartip, Fatholaah,
Qarane'i, General Mohammad Vali,
Rafi’, Qa'ewnagamolmolk,
Rastakhiz Party,

SAVAK,

Sharif-Fmami, Jafar,

Tudeh Party,

vala, “Abdollah,

Vishka'i,

Zahedi, General Fazlollah,
Zahedi, Hasan,
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